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Foundation For International Rehabilitation Research and 

Empowerment (FIRRE)  

FIRRE is a national level voluntary organization (NGO), established for promotion 

and empowerment of differently abled populace and registered (Reg: 114/2019) on 

March 29, 2019. 

Vision: to be a unique social development organization which stands for the 

marginalized and under privileged populace and place them into prosperity and lead 

those to the mainstream of society thereby enhancing their quality of life for happier 

and worthy living.  

Chief Trustees: 
Mr. Nirmal Kumar P B (Chairman) - 9061802231 
Mr. Arun Kumar T (Managing Director) 
Dr. Sindhu Vijayakumar (Executive Director). 
 

  
 
Modus Operandi: Associating with other organizations and bridging the gap 
between Government systems, NGOs and other private organizations to enhance 
awareness, increase independence and empower person with disabilities. 
The beneficiaries are not just people with different abilities but elderly, pregnant 
women, or any vulnerable section of society, whose empowerment activities, 
especially financial are under consideration with various corporate companies, 
similar to a microfinance model. 
 
Also registering a start-up company to make assistive devices that are locally 
available. Assistive ‘Devices are mainly classified as Prostheses (artificial limbs), 
orthoses (calipers and splints worn by people with weakness of limbs), other 
assistive aids like wheelchairs, transfer devices, etc., hearing aids, communication 
devices, aids for persons with blindness and low vision, etc. 
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Major activities by FIRRE. 
Assessing and assisting Persons with Disabilities in identifying and procuring 

appropriate Assistive Technology (AT) solutions that match their needs and 

income. 

May 13, 2019: For the first time, in the history of Thrissur Pooram, facilities were 

arranged for 23 persons with different abilities from all over Kerala to enjoy 

Kudamaattam at Thrissur Pooram 2019, complete with raised platform with ramp 

confirming to international standards, air coolers and overhead protection, accessible 

chemical toilets and ample water and refreshments. The impeccable coordination 

was possible with the collaboration activities undertaken by FIRRE in bringing 

together the District Administration, the Devaswom boards, Medical team, Police 

force, Ambulance Owners and Drivers Association of Thrissur district and various 

entrepreneurs and benefactors. 

 

Conducting medical camps, awareness classes, etc for children and adults 

with disabilities. 

Flood Relief Activities August, 2019: Worked in close liaison with the district 

administration and was part of the Inter Agency Group (IAG). We offered special 

services for persons with different abilities and managed day to day activities at 

Ayyanthole GVHSS Flood Relief camp. We had also screened more than 500 

persons at different camps in the coastal region of kodungallur. 
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Manufacturing and distributing assistive technology devices like standing motorized 

wheelchairs, portable hoists, transfer devices, communication devices, etc. and assisting 

startup companies.  

 

December 23, 2019: Assisted the organizing team and the District 

Administration in making the event accessible to differently abled 

during the “Happy Days”, Night Shopping Festival, Thrissur 
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December 2019 – March 2021: “Pratheeksha” – a novel initiative by 

the Honorable District Collector of Thrissur, Mr. Shanavas S 

High end AT devices procured and distributed to persons with severe physical 

limitations to empower them for education and employment purposes. The list is 

below 

Motorized Wheelchairs – 21 

Motorized Portable Hoists – 2 

Manual Transfer Devices – 3 

 

 

Special Driving License Campaign for Differently Abled: December 

2019 onwards 

For the first time in Thrissur, conducted program of assisting persons with disabilities to 

procure Learners License for driving by providing online test facilities at ground floor and 

arranging medical examination for driving fitness, This was in liaison with and coordinating 

different government offices, voluntary and private organizations and persons with 

disabilities. Nearly 300 persons provided services. 
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FIRRE Activities as part of COVID-19 Pandemic Response 

March 2020 till date 

Focus Area Activity Details 

General 

Multi-lingual 
Emergency 

Control Room 

Continuing to manage the 6-member Multi-
lingual Emergency Control Room at the 
District Collectorate, Thrissur, under the 
banner of IAG and providing daily report to 
IAG coordinator and to the District Collector. 
Taking proactive measures to help the people 
who had contacted the control room in settling 
their issues and following up. 

IAG Action Plan 
Will work towards fulfilling the IAG COVID19 
Action plan. 

Break the 
Chain 

Campaign 

Making automatic 
hand sanitizer 

dispenser 

FIRRE Technical and Assistive Technology 
Team successfully developed a prototype of 
automatic, electric, sensor-operated hand 
sanitizer dispenser that can be placed in 
public places. The prototype used locally 
avialable materials and technology. The 
dispensers will be installed in public places as 
per the IAG action plan and will be followed 
up. Other designs of dispensers will also be 
considered. 

IEC 

Preparation and 
propaganda 

Innovative methods of IEC made and 
published throughout the district and the state. 

COVID Academy 
Classes 

All active FIRRE members actively 
participated in the covid academy online 
classes conducted jointly by Sphere India, 
WHO, UNICEF and HCL. 

Support Following up all Ongoing telephonic follow up of FIRRE 
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Services FIRRE Beneficiaries beneficiaries and their situation assessment. 
Employment and future possibilities are 
studied. 

Provision of 
Groceries, 

Food 

Procurement and 
distribution of 

groceries to the 
needy 

Will continue to provide the necessary 
groceries, vegetables and other household 
items like soap, detergent, etc. to deserving 
families if they did not receive adequate help 
from other governement resources. 

Continuing 
Education 
and Early 

Intervention 
for Children 

with 
Disabilities 

Resource and 
Empowerment Kits 

for Parents of 
children with 
disabilities 

Design, Manufacture and Distribution of 
eesource kits for parents of children with 
disabilities to empower them to incorporate 
academics as part of daily activities through 
play. Online and telephone support will also 
be delivered and empower them to develop 
individual plans. 

 

  

Distribution of Indian made (Neomotion) devices -  Electric scooter 

(Neobolt) and Ultramodern lightweight outdoor wheelchairs 

(Neofly) to FIRRE beneficiaries 
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July , 2021: By Hon. Revenue Minister, Shri. K Rajan 

 

September 13, 2021: By Hon. Minister for Social Justice and Higher 

Education, Dr. R Bindu 
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October 7, 2021: By FIRRE Officials to Salim 

 

 

October 11, 2021: Distribution of Resource and Empowerment Kits 

for Parents of children with disabilities By Hon. District Collector, 

Thrissur, Smt. Haritha V Kumar, IAS. 

 


